1716-27] RALE T0 HIS NEPHEW 93

having been made, I say grace, and each one with-
draws, for such is the order and the custom of their
feasts.

In the midst of these continual occupations you
can hardly believe with what rapidity the days pass
away. There has been a time when I scarcely had
leisure to recite my Office, or to take a little rest
during the night, for discretion is not a virtue of the
Savages. But for some years past I have made it a
rule not to speak with any one from the hour of
evening prayer until after Mass the next day; and
I have forbidden them to interrupt me during that
time, unless it were for some important reason —as,
for instance, to aid a dying person, or for some other
matter that could not be delayed. I use that time
for attending to prayer, and resting from the labors
of the day.

When the Savages go to the sea to spend some
months hunting ducks, bustards, and other birds that
are found there in great numbers, they build on some
island a Church which they cover with bark, near
which they set up a little cabin for my dwelling. I
take care to transport thither a part of the ornaments;
and the service is performed there with the same
propriety and the same throng of people as in the
Village.

You see, my dear nephew, what my occupations
are. As for what concerns me personally, I assure
you that T see, that I hear, that I speak, only as a
savage. My food is simple and light; I never could
relish the meat and smoked fish of the Savages; my
only nourishment is pounded Indian corn, of which
I make every day a sort of broth; that I cook in
water. The only improvement that I can supply



